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5th and Highland

CHURCH of CHRIST

produ cers of the
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HERALD
OF TRUTH
Radio and Television Programs

915 677-3522 / BOX 2439 / ABILENE, TEXAS 79604

June 5, 1969

Mrs. A. F. Harris
Route 2, Box 158
Cross Plains, Texas
Dear Mrs. Harris:

My statement

to which you refer is one that I did not know appeared in
the Christian Woman magazine.
I am sorry that I cannot comment on the
context in which it appeared and, therefore, will be unable to give you
a full explanation.
I did not mean in the phrase 1 'unti I the church becomes a full reality"
that we do not have congregations of Ne w Testament believers al I ov er
the world who are attempting to be the New Testament church.
I did
not mean that I do not know thousands of sincere truth-seeking men and
women who are obeying the word of God to the very best of their ability.
I did mean that none of us know God's word perfectly--that
the Christian
life is a I ife of constant growth in "grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ"(ll
Peter3:18).
My point was simply to say that the world wants to see practice,
not
preachment.
The world wants to see the Samaritan ministering to the
wounded man at the side of the road, rather than the priest and the
· levite (Luke l 0:25-27).
We make our greatest thrust and we make our
most effective proclamation of the gospel when the local congregation
of New Testament Christians is practicing,
in love and service, what
it preaches in word.
Thank you so much for writing again.
I trust your faith will always
be as strong in God and man and I appreciate your sincere attitude.
Fraternally,

John Allen Chalk
Radio Evangelist
JAC:hm
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